
THE PELICAN
Your Best Source for Local Business News and Information  |  JULY 2021

Inside 
This 
Issue

Gene Wesley, General 
Manager, Community 
Futures Lac La Biche

www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com

Back to Nature RV Park
Passion for outdoors leads the way

According to 
Gene... 
MainStreet 
Lac La Biche  
A Place For 
Everyone

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Top Shelf Grill
Hard work grows opportunity

Chamber Supports Local Arts

It’s not quite finished, but I’m finally going 
to officially unveil our latest and greatest 
project. It is a digital platform designed for 
the whole community, not just business! 
Imagine if you will: one convenient place to 
find anything imaginable in the Lac La Biche 
region -

• Bored and want to know what’s going 
on?

• Want to find out what might be on sale?
• Looking for a business? A community 

service?
• Want to find a genuinely local flyer?
• A Community Publication? How about a 

business interest story?
• Community or business announce-

ments?
• Looking for or want to be a volunteer?
• Want to see fantastic local photos?
• Want to support your community? 

All of these are, or will VERY soon be, avail-
able. We’ve been listening and building and 
testing things for a while and we are now 90% 
finished. So, that means it’s time for you to 
take a look around! 
Go to www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com 
and take a tour.  Notice how you can scroll 
through any page and it will show you a vari-
ety of information. 

It’s designed as much to entertain you as 
it is to be a useful resource for locals - and 
the best part is that it is an excellent way for 
outsiders to get to know us, find out what’s 
going on, and what they can buy and do here 
- encouraging everyone  to visit and shop in 
the LLB region. When we all use the platform, 
we are also advertising our community to the 
world! 

Everyone is busy, so we’ve taken the time 
to load most businesses and organizations 
into our business directory already. We also 
know that things change, and there is always 
new content to be shared. These things take 
time, and who will enter them? You? Me? 
Yes... both! Here’s the secret. A one-time 
grant paid for the project, but how do we 
make something like this last? By making it 
self-serve and easy for anyone to input infor-
mation. Have an event that you want people 
to know about? You don’t even need to log in 
to share it quickly and easily. If you want to 
enter lots of events, you can log in and save 
time, but you don’t have to. Want to change 
your business hours on your listing? You can 
do that or change anything you want, 24/7 at 
your convenience.

Another function working behind the scenes 
is that this website is interconnected with 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Linkedin, 
and able to send information out automati-
cally. This allows us to easily distribute infor-
mation about our businesses and communi-
ty across a variety of social media platforms 
quickly and simultaneously.

Stay tuned for our Mobile App coming very 
soon! It will be fun to use  and an even easier 
to browse and stay connected. ■



After a workplace injury required Clinton 
Lizee to reconsider his career, he and 
his wife Victoria purchased 160 acres of 
pristine nature near Wandering River to 
begin an RV park/campsite. 

Since purchasing the land in 2020, the 
Lizee’s have developed 22 sites for the 
RV enthusiasts, complete with water, 
electricity and a sewage dump station. 
Each site is rented on an annual basis for 
$3000 if the site has both electrical and 
water, and $2300 for just water. 

Like many RV-associated businesses 
during the past year and the pandemic, 
Back to Nature has been busy. Currently, 
18 of the 22 sites have been rented by RV 
campers mostly from the Fort McMurray 
area.

Clinton is quick to point out that the Back 
to Nature RV Park has distinguished itself 
from others in the region with a dedi-
cation to customer service and security 
facilitated by the fact that he lives at the 
park. “I’ve worked outdoors my whole 
life, and being able to do what I do now 

is as much of a hobby and passion for me 
as it is a business”.

Customer Service and a Moose By Any 
Other Name...
 
Campers can take a bridge across a 
creek from 40 acres of the groomed 
campground to 120 acres of wilderness 
trails and wildlife. Many campers fish 
in the creek, while others are content 
just to enjoy the beauty of nature, quiet, 
and solitude. And there is always the 
occasional sighting of  Wally the resident 
moose who seems to have developed an 
affection for the RV camp as well.

Finding the RV Camp for a tour or stay is 
as easy as phoning Clinton at 780-531-
0512. He’ll guide you through a few sim-
ple directions from the Wandering River 
Store, or even meet you at the store and 
personally escort you to the site. ■

Passion for the Outdoors Leads to 
Successful Business Idea

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR LOCAL 
ARTISANS

If you are a local artisan interested in 
selling your creations on consignment 
at the Visitor Information Centre Gift 
Shop in Jubilee Hall next to the Lac 
La Biche Museum, the LLB Chamber 
of Commerce would like to hear from 
you.

Please contact Karen at (780) 623-2818 
or email manager@llbchamber.ca  ■

ARE YOU READY TO GET YOUR BUSINESS 
SELLING ONLINE?  

Become an online seller today!   
SHOP | SELL | SUPPORT | LOCAL 
Visit: www.albertaimarket.com
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Is your business or 
non-profit listed in the 
MainStreet.com Business 
Directory?

If not, it should be. Visit MainStreet.com 
to find out more. If you are already a 
member, here are a few tips to get the 
most out of your listing.

 X Make sure your profile picture 
gives a great impression. It’s easy 
to change anytime you like. 

 X Is your address correct? Unless 
you are strictly an online busi-
ness, you should provide a street 
address. 

 X Is your business in the best  
category? You can choose more 
than one. 

 X Do you have photos of your busi-
ness activities in the gallery? You 
can add as many as you like. 

 X Add keywords to your business 
profile to help customers find you 
when doing a general search. 

 X Have you thought about writing 
and submitting a story about your 
business for the online Pelican 
News? If you would like someone 
to write one for you, just let us 
know. 

 X Do you have flyers or business 
publications of interest to the 
public? If so, we’d be happy to post 
them on the website for viewing. 
Contact us to find our more.  

 X Remember that just by using the 
Mainstreet LLB platform you are 
adding content and boosting all of 
the reasons to visit, and boosting 
the whole community at the same 
time!  

If you need help  or would just like to 
find out more information, give us a call 
to find out how to get started at  
780-623-2662. ■

Top Shelf Grill – hard work 
grows opportunity

You may have seen a food truck near the 
spray park at McArthur Park. Maybe, you 
bought an ice cream cone from the near-
by concession stand. While services like 
these are often taken for granted, they 
don’t just appear out of nowhere. Like 
most business ventures, there is a good 
deal of risk, effort, and ingenuity involved 
to get them off the ground, and much 
more than meets the eye of your typical 
customer.

Christine and Andrew Edwards came to 
the Lac La Biche region from Vancouver 
Island via northern BC just a few short 
years ago. They fell in love with the area. 
With a food industry background, they 

were eager to take over the Plamondon 
Arena concession stand when the oppor-
tunity presented itself.  With comments 
like “this is some of the best concession 
food I’ve ever had,” they became an 
instant hit, and catering to the hockey 
crowd soon led to the launch of the Top 
Shelf Grill At The Plamondon Arena, open 
seven days a week between 11 am and  2 
pm and 5 pm and 7:30 pm. 

Another Spoke in the Wheel
While most entrepreneurs might see this 
as a “big win,” team Edwards saw this 
as just another spoke in their wheel of 
business ventures.  (cont. on page 4) 
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www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com

The Pelican is published by Community 
Futures Lac La Biche and is part of the 
Main Street Lac La Biche project. Please 
forward any comments, suggestions, or 
story ideas by e-mail to manager@cfllb.
com or call 780-623-2662.
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Overheard in Lac La Biche... 
“What did the surgeon say to the 
patient who insisted on closing up 
their own incision? Suture self.”

 EVENTS  &  

 HAPPENINGS

HUNDREDS OF COUNTY DOLLARS IN PRIZES!
and a chance to be featured on MainStreetLacLaBiche.com, 
in The Pelican, and published in our  new Community  
Calendar printed in the new year.   
  
       Enter online at: Www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com

ENTER 
OUR 
PHOTO 
CONTEST -         

Hosted by Community Futures Lac La Biche, in  
partnership with Project Gazelle. 
Pre-registration is required for this free event.

Do you know a youth between the ages of 
12 – 15 that is interested in business and 
entrepreneurship? Make sure they are part 
of the Youth Business Jam - Summer 2021!

The Youth Business Jam will be 2 full days 
(July 15 and 16, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm) of  
entrepreneurship training specifically for a 
young audience.
 
Topics covered will include:

• Design Jam
• Business Model Canvas
• Value Propositions
• Revenue Streams/Cashflow
• How to Develop and Pitch your 

Business
• and so much more!

 
There will also be an opportunity for all 
participants to compete in a regional Pitch 
Competition later this summer. *Spoiler 
alert - there will be prizes!

Register now at: https://bit.ly/36fl3r7

Let’s show  
Lac La Biche  
to the world!

From operating food services at the 
ALPAC plant for a few years to catering 
events for more than 400 people, they 
have eagerly stepped up to meet the 
challenge of becoming successful busi-
ness operators in northern Alberta.

Today, their operations have expanded 
to include the Top Shelf Grill Teal Meal 
Mobile food truck servicing Plamondon 
(on Main Street) through the week, at 
special events, and in Lac La Biche on 
weekends. 

At McArthur Park, the concessions are 
part of a larger venture called Lac La 
Kayak, renting various small watercraft 
from waterboards to canoes throughout 
the summer months.

See the menu and daily specials at the 
Top Shelf Grill at https://topshelfgrill.ca/ 
or visit them on Facebook.

Christine and Andrew and the Top Shelf 
Grill Teal Meal food truck are available to 
cater your events in Lac La Biche County. 
Call or text  (780) 520-4853. ■

Top Shelf Grill (Cont. from page 3)

Lac La Kayak at McArthur Park

www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com
www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com

