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An article inside this edition highlights the 
significant role commercial fishing played 
in our history. Rivers brought fur traders to 
this high point on the continental divide. 
Our lakes fed families and eventually 
employed hundreds, including spin-off 
industries. Lac La Biche’s whitefish caviar is 
rumoured to have been enjoyed by royalty. 
Sail boating, sport-fishing, boating, camp-
ing, and holiday cabins all followed. While 
it seems that a boat is a very apt metaphor 
for our region historically, a boat -one that 
is in rough water is an appropriate sym-
bol for our current state of affairs. Let me 
explain.

Tourism: 
We live in a region that leaves most visitors 
envious, having some 150 lakes and 70% of 
the class A beaches in Alberta. Unfortunate-
ly, we have not developed the potential of 
these attractions to their fullest. We must 
capitalize on this better. 
Economy: 
We are all feeling the double effects of a 
downturn in the price of oil and Covid-19. 
World Activism: 
It sometimes feels like significant parts of 
our livelihood have become dirty words.

How dare we make money from our natural 
resources? I’ll say no more.
Politics: 
Threats to dissolve the Alberta oil and gas 
economy by our federal government. 

Our region has been tossed and battered 
around. ALL THIS LEAVES US SEASICK! Do 
we deserve sympathy and justice? Yes. Will 
we get it? I can’t say, but I do know one 
thing: WE MUST STICK TOGETHER OR SINK. 
I don’t believe anyone outside our area 
has our interests at heart. If we don’t take 
action, things will continue to be bad. 

We need to rise up from our complacency 
and get in the SAME BOAT. We need to 
start rowing in the SAME DIRECTION. Let’s 
make some waves and steer our destiny. 
We are all dissatisfied with where we find 
ourselves. While some gains are being 
made, it truly appears that we are paddling 
a hundred boats in opposite directions and 
all going in circles. 

We have so many people and groups all 
working independently and not working 
together. We are missing a huge opportuni-
ty to talk to each other, align our interests, 
and cooperate for the betterment of our 
future. Let’s pool our resources and work 
together. It all starts with a conversation. 
Who will commit to a meeting where we 
find out how strong we can be?

If you are interested “rowing together” to 
help make  a difference, send your name 
and contact information via email to: 
 news@mainstreetlaclabiche.com ■

Fishing For Our History
Commercial fishing shaped LLB

“Picture perfect August”  courtesy of photo contestant Matt Thiel



ARE YOU READY TO GET YOUR  
BUSINESS SELLING ONLINE?  

Become an online seller today!  
  

SHOP | SELL | SUPPORT | LOCAL 
Visit: www.albertaimarket.com
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Churchill Park Community Facility-  
A Jewel In The Crown

Looking for a unique location to host a 
meeting or special event? 

Look no further than our very own Sir 
Winston Churchill Provincial Park.

The Sir Winston Churchill Provincial Park 
Community Facility opened in 2019 on 
Long Island and is truly a hidden gem in 
our region. 

The facility can host a variety of day 
meetings, special events or private func-
tions and everything from a PA system 
to a fully equipped kitchen is available 
to you upon request. Arrangements for 

weekend-long bookings along with near-
by cabin accommodations can be made 
with the hall rental. 

Please note that Covid restrictions have 
limited occupancy to 50 people for meet-
ings and cabin rentals to 5. Special rates 
are available for non-profits and govern-
ment agencies. Main Hall Bookings For 
Large Groups.

The main hall offers a beautiful lakeside 
view under cathedral ceilings with a 
capacity for 130 people for weddings, 
birthdays, family reunions, training, or 
any special event.

Board Meetings And Small Gatherings 
Space for board meetings or small group 
gatherings is available and accommodat-
ing up to 20 people.

For More Information
If you have any questions or would like 
to book the facility for your next meeting 
or special event, phone: 780-623-1783 or 
email: 
AEP.ChurchillHallBooking@gov.ab.ca. 

Rental rates and more information can 
be found online at: https://albertaparks.
ca/media/6496638/swcpp-communi-
ty-facility-brochure.pdf. ■
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NORTHERN ALBERTA  
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
(NADC) IS LOOKING FOR 
EMPLOYERS

Want to sponsor students to 
work for you after they com-
plete their studies?  

The Bursary Partnership Program 
encourages employers to invest in 
the future of northern Alberta by 
sponsoring a return service bur-
sary for post-secondary students. 
The NADC provides matching 
funds of up to $3,000 per student 
per year. 

Students must apply for the bur-
sary for each year they want to be 
considered.

As a Bursary Partner, you can:

• Select an eligible student 
you wish to sponsor 

• Specify the type of training 
you need a student to have 
to meet your own or local 
needs

• Contract with the student to 
work in northern Alberta for 
a specified time after gradu-
ation 

Contact the NADC for more infor-
mation at:  
http://ow.ly/bbhD50DZDEb #abpse

Want to do Business with Government?
 X Have you ever considered the government as a potential 
client? 

 X Do you think governments only contract for big ticket 
items and do business with large corporations? 

 X How certain are you that governments don’t buy what 
you sell? 

 X Do government procurement processes confuse and de-
ter you from exploring opportunities?

If you have ever pondered over these questions or think you 
know the answers, these Information sessions are for you!  

Online Webinars: 1:00pm -2:30pm 
Register: adminlkd@albertacf.com 

780-826-3858

Busting Myths. Mysteries & Perceptions 
Indigenous Businesses and 5% of Federal Contracts 
Registering Your Business and Finding Opportunities 
Preparing a BID 
Defence Construction Canada and MERX 
Security Clearance 
Business Funding and Support Programs

Wednesday Oct 20 
Wednesday Oct 27 
Wednesday Nov 3 
Wednesday Nov 10 
Wednesday Nov 17 
Wednesday Nov 24 
Wednesday Dec 1
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DO YOU KNOW A DEDICATED 
YOUNG EMPLOYEE? 

If you know about a successful 
young employees in your work-

place, why not spread the news. 
Just send a brief email to news@
mainstreetlaclabiche.com, and 

we’ll contact you to find out more.

Fishing For Our History
The story of Lac La Biche is familiar to 
some, but our rich history would prove 
worthy of a PBS mini-series for many 
young people and new faces to the 
community. In the coming months, the 
Pelican will offer a small glimpse from 
our past and hopefully encourage a few 
of our readers to find out more.

It may not be news to anyone that the 
Lac La Biche region is often referred to 
as a hub for sport-fishing, but you might 
be surprised to learn how critical com-
mercial fishing was in developing our 
community. 

In the early 1900s, with two commercial 
fishing plants on the lake, hundreds of 
fishermen set forth each morning for 
their daily harvest.  

By 1916, whitefish from Lac La Biche 
became a staple on the most refined 
menus in many larger cities across North 
America.  

By the 1950s, more than 2 million pounds 
of fish were harvested each year. The 
industry was instrumental in the growth 
and proliferation of other sectors in the 
area like ice-making, transportation, 
mink ranching and tourism.

Today, the 150 lakes in the Lac La Biche 
region continue to be famous for recre-
ational fishing and boating opportuni-
ties. 

All anglers are encouraged to review the 
2021 Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regula-
tions at: 
https://albertaregulations.ca/fishingregs/
nb1.html

To learn more about the history of Lac 
La Biche, visit The Lac La Biche Chroni-
cles at: https://www.portagecollege.ca/
LLB-Chronicles.  ■

Guests of the Lac La Biche Inn in 1916 display their catch. (Maccagno, Tom. “The Lac La Biche Inn: just the 
place for Jaded Edmontonians.” Alberta History, vol. 61, no. 1, winter 2013, pp. 22+. Gale Academic).
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Money Matters is a free introductory 
financial literacy program for adult 
learners. The Lac La Biche County Li-
braries will host the following sessions 
in 2021:

 X Spending Plans – November 4th
 X Banking Basics – November 18th
 X Borrowing Money – November 25th
 X Ways to Save – December 2nd
 X Time: 6:30-8:30pm

Location: Online via Zoom
Online Registration: 
http://short.llbcl.ca/MoneyMatters

Businesses and non-profits can apply for 
funding to reduce the cost of hiring and 
training Albertans for new jobs.

The Alberta Jobs Now program will 
provide up to $370 million to help private 
and non-profit businesses with job sup-
ports to get thousands of Albertans back 
to work. 

Employers can apply for funding to offset 
the cost of hiring and training unem-
ployed or underemployed Albertans in 
new or vacant positions.

This federal-provincial investment is the 
largest job training program in Alberta’s 
history. It will support our province’s re-
covery, help businesses re-open or grow 
their workforce, and give Albertans an 
opportunity to gain the skills they need 
in today’s job market.

Funding
Private sector businesses and non-profit 
organizations across all industries can 
apply for funding to reduce the costs 
of hiring and training unemployed or 
underemployed Albertans. Additional 
funding is available for hiring persons 
with disabilities.

Employers Can
 X Apply for a grant to offset salary or 

training costs, or both, equal to:
• 25% of a new hire’s salary up to 

$25,000 per employee
• 37.5% of the new hire’s salary up 

to $37,500 per employee with a 
disability

 X Apply for up to 20 full-time new 
hires per intake period:

• first intake: May 20 to July 23, 
2021

• second intake:  Fall 2021
• third intake: to be announced at a 

later date
 X Choose to have payments issued in 

1 or 2 payments:
• 1 payment: up to 100% of the 

grant after new hires have been 
employed for 52 weeks

• 2 payments: half of the eligi-
ble grant paid when the new 
hires have been employed for 3 
months; the other half paid when 
the new hires have been em-
ployed for 52 weeks

For more information visit: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/
alberta-jobs-now-program-applica-
tion-guidelines

Small Business Week!
Celebrating BDC Small Business Week 
from October 18-22! Hosted by the 
Business Development Bank of Canada 
(BDC) since 1979, Small Business Week 
is a national celebration of Canadian en-
trepreneurs and small business owners. 

To celebrate, we’re hosting some 
exciting virtual events and webinars 
for entrepreneurs and small business 
owners across the province, including 
our second annual Indigenous Small 
Business Forum featuring an exciting 
keynote from Bobbie Racette, CEO and 
Founder of Virtual Gurus. 

Register soon because space is limited. 
We hope you’re able to join us!

Visit all the events on Eventbrite at:

https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/cana-
da--alberta/small-business-week
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SPECIAL 
OFFERS

Does your business or or-
ganization have Special 
Offers, Featured Products, 
Volunteer Opportunities?  

Why not feature them on  
the Mainstreet Lac La Biche 
web site.

Just register and list your 
business, add your Special 
Offer and it will be linked to 
your full business listing.

BEST OF ALL... IT’S FREE  - 
so sign up today!

EVENTS

If you have a special event, 
meeting or program of 
interest to the LLB commu-
nity, be sure to list it on 
the MainStreet Lac La Biche 
calendar. 

KEEP EVERYONE IN THE 
LOOP! Visit: 
 
https://mainstreetlaclabiche.
com/submit-events/

THE ONE STOP BANNOCK SHOP 
You may have seen a food truck, The One 
Stop Bannock Shop, around town or at 
a social gathering or event in the region.  
Although this food truck is relatively new, 
the catering business itself started in the 
mid-1980s. Current owner and operator 
Crystal Atkinson from the Buffalo Lake 
Métis Settlement speaks proudly of her 
mother, who ran the business for many 
years, and how her family is building on 
her hard work and teachings to carry on 
the tradition.

In its modern form, the One Stop Ban-
nock Shop began about five years ago, 

setting up shop at Pow-Wows and events 
hosted by the Métis Nation. Today, 
Crystal provides catering to events with 
in-house kitchen facilities and those that 
don’t with the flexibility offered by the 
food truck.

As the name of the business suggests, 
The One Stop Bannock Shop offers a 
unique and creative take on Indigenous 
and modern cuisine. 

Bannock burgers, fried bannock tacos, 
fried baloney on bannock bread and a 
variety of daily specials are just a few of 
the staples offered on the menu.

From sports tournaments to community 
celebrations like the Wild Berry Festival 
in Boyle, the One Stop Bannock Shop 
can adapt to meet the needs of any 
occasion. Crystal’s ultimate goal is to 
take her food truck on an Alberta tour, 
visiting communities and events right 
across the province.

Crystal is very appreciative of the sup-
port that her business has received from 
the Lac La Biche region and would like 
to thank everyone for helping to carry 
on her family’s dream.

If you would like to connect with Crystal 
and the Once Stop Bannock Shop to 
cater or attend your event, visit them 
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/onestopbannockshop/ , call 780-
221-5897 or email: onestopbannnock-
shop@gmail.com. ■



www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com

The Pelican is published by Community 
Futures Lac La Biche and is part of the 
Main Street Lac La Biche project. Please 
forward any comments, suggestions, or 
story ideas by e-mail to  
news@mainstreetlaclabiche.com  
or call 780-623-2662. 
VISIT:
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Overheard in Lac La Biche... 

Do you have a photo of a 
Lac La Biche Business from 
the Good Ol’ Days?
If so, email it along with a brief 
description to : 
news@mainstreetlaclabiche.com 
and we’ll feature it in an up-
coming issue of The Pelican.

 EVENTS  &  

 HAPPENINGS

 I recently met a limo driver who was in 
business for over 30 years. Despite try-
ing his hardest, he didn’t get one single 
customer…all this time and nothing to 
chauffeur it.

 
Starting Monday, October 18, 2021, 
Waste Reduction Week will take place 
throughout Lac La Biche County. This 
week-long event highlights and pro-
motes environmental awareness and 
sustainability in our community. 

Lac La Biche County is well known for its 
beautiful scenery and wildlife, enticing 
people to make this region their vacation 
destination. This means that preserving 
nature is not only about environmental 
sustainability; it is a critical business 
sustainability issue as well. As many res-
idents know, the blue-green algae prob-
lem in our lake seems to worsen every 
year, primarily due to pollutants through 
human impact. The increase in harmful 
algae reduces our ability to enjoy one of 
our most spectacular natural resources. 
It also impacts the number of days tour-
ists stay in our area, spend money and 
support our economy. 

During Waste Reduction Week, I en-
courage as many people as possible to 
become better environmental stewards. 
Take part in at least one of the events to 
learn how they can assist in preserving 
our local natural resources.

One such event is the vermicomposting 
workshop. On Tuesday, October 19, join 
the Lakeland Industry and Community 
Association (LICA) at 6 pm to learn the 
basics of year-round composting using 
one of nature’s best composters, worms.

Waste Reduction Weeks Offers Opportunities for Personal 
and Economic Growth

Composting is a great way to turn organ-
ic waste into fertilizer that can be utilized 
for indoor plants or your garden in the 
spring. At this workshop, you will build 
the vermicomposting bin that you can 
take home. 

Register by emailing: 
green@laclabichecounty.com 
or calling (780) 623-6739.

photo courtesy of photo contestant Theresa  C. 

The Lac La Biche Gas Co-op is looking 
for small businesses that make crafts or 
any items that can be hung from a tree. 
These items will be used for their Festival 
of Trees, tree. They ask that you attach a 
business card to the items so individuals 
know who made/sells the item. 

Donations must be made before Novem-
ber 23. If interested please call:
780-623-4000


