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You may or may not have noticed that 
The Pelican newsletter and the Mainstreet 
Lac La Biche website and mobile apps 
are not clearly marked with who “owns 
them.” There is an excellent reason for 
that, but to adequately explain, I should 
begin by telling you a little more about 
your local “Community Futures.” 

Some of you may not know that our roots 
go back to about 1974.  While we have 
had several names, we were always a lo-
cal not-for-profit focused on supporting 
local businesses and the community. 

In 1986, the federal government start-
ed the Community Futures initiative 
representing every inch of rural Canada 
with 267 offices. Our local office signed 
a contract to deliver services, and we’ve 
never looked back. Why? Because it’s 
been a perfect fit! For over 35 years now, 
the program has become one of the most 
successful federal initiatives, and we are 
very proud of that. 

A key to our success is that your local 
Community Futures is governed by local 
volunteers working for the success of our 

region. Though our funding leaves us 
on a tight budget, we are thankful to be 
paid a salary to do what we love: helping 
people and local businesses like you 
be the best they can be, assisting them 
with start-up, expansion, and transitions, 
including retirement.

Besides free business advice, we can 
provide loans when the bank won’t, and 
we love to help solve local community 
economic issues. 

To do these, we rely on successful grant 
applications and leveraging our many 
regional, provincial, and federal part-
ners. And that last word is the key to 
what we do and why The Pelican and the 
Mainstreet Lac La Biche initiative doesn’t 
have our name front and centre. These 
publications require the collaboration of 
partners and our entire community. 

These efforts, and all the initiatives and 
projects we start, champion, or facilitate, 
are built for everyone, and I invite every-
one to participate with us. We can all be 
part of making LLB a great place to live, 
work, and play.

With that, I would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas from all of us at Com-
munity Futures LLB. Have a safe and 
healthy holiday and our very best wishes 
for 2022! ■
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Four Season’s Clothing has been 
a Lac La Biche institution for 
35 years, but if you’ve walked 
through their doors recently, you 
probably noticed that something 
is different. 

Just six short months ago, the 
business was purchased by Allison 
and Gary Gross, and with that, 
new energy was injected into the 
local shopping scene. 

Both Gary and Allison have a fi-
nancial service background which 
put them in an excellent position 
to consider all the right things 
when purchasing a business in a 
rural Alberta community. Howev-

er, the couple wasn’t necessarily 
looking to get into clothing sales. 
As Gary points out, “we were 
looking for a business that would 
provide us with the flexibility that 
would suit our lifestyle.” Did we 
forget to mention that Gary is a 
professional rodeo and chuckwag-
on announcer as well? 
 

While being new to the clothing 
industry has been an exciting ad-
venture all by itself, each day has 
brought on new challenges, from 
the impact of Covid-19 to, more 
recently, a host of supply chain 
issues caused by the flooding in 
BC. Another interesting twist is 
that many clothing suppliers are 
now asking retailers to order up to 
a year in advance. 
 
Despite these roadblocks, with the 
help of knowledgeable staff who 
stayed on from previous owner-
ship, loyal customers and commu-
nity support, Four Seasons contin-
ues to be a local success story. 
In today’s disruptive marketplace, 

Look Good - Feel Good - Do Good,                    
Four Seasons Clothing Makes a Difference 

a small town retailer needs to go 
that extra mile to build a following 
that will encourage folks to shop 
local. Given that, Four Seasons 
is committed to providing the 
community a host of exclusive 
brands, discounts and promotions 
(especially during the Christmas 
season), and above all, competi-
tive prices. 
 
Gary was quick to answer when 
asked if he had any advice for 
those considering starting a new 
business or purchasing an exist-
ing one. “Do something that you 
love,” and with that, some words 
to remember. “Look good, feel 
good, do good.” Who can argue 
with that? 
 

You can find Four Seasons cloth-
ing at 10112-101 Ave, Lac la Biche 
or shop online at:
www.fourseasonsclothing.ca. ■ 
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ARE YOU READY TO GET YOUR  
BUSINESS SELLING ONLINE?  

Become an online seller today!  
  

SHOP | SELL | SUPPORT | LOCAL 
Visit: www.albertaimarket.com

If you know about a successful 
young employee in your work-

place, why not spread the news. 
Just send a brief email to news@
mainstreetlaclabiche.com, and 

we’ll contact you to find out more.

DO YOU KNOW A DEDICATED 
YOUNG EMPLOYEE? 

Deals, Offers, And More Deals  
 - Black Friday Comes to LLB
While we might have been a bit late to 
the Black Friday party, Lac La Biche resi-
dents were not wasting anytime catching 
up to our neighbours to the south on the 
day after American Thanksgiving.  
Each year, more Lac La Biche shoppers  
are jumping on the Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday bandwagon to buy big 

ticket items and local businesses have ac-
commodated with discounts and savings 
to make this shopping extravaganza a 
reality right here at home.

Find The Best Deals All Year Long 
If you are wondering where to start and 
how to find the best deals local business-
es have to offer,  it’s as simple as going to 
mainstreetlaclabiche.com and clicking 
on “special offers”. Sales and  savings 
from local businesses are at your finger-
tips.

If your local business would like to be 
featured on Mainstreet Special Offers, 
contact Dylan@cfllb.com or call 780-623-
2662. ■ 



4

RESTRICTIONS EXEMPTION PROGRAM (REP)  
SAFETY TRAINING

COVID-19 safety training now available
Alberta’s front-line workers can now access safety training to 
help them keep businesses open and patrons safe during  
the pandemic.

The Restrictions Exemption Program Safety Training is 
available to employees of Alberta-based businesses and 
organizations who are implementing the REP and other 
COVID-19 safety requirements.

The 45-minute online training is available to employers and 
staff at no cost to help them assess and manage challenging 
situations that may arise during their daily operations. 

The training includes information and resources that 
workers need to keep themselves and customers safe 
while implementing COVID-19 safety requirements, such 
as requesting proof of vaccination or a recent negative 
COVID-19 test, physical distancing or masking. 

Learn more about the training and how to enroll online.

alberta.ca/bizconnect
©2021 Government of Alberta | Published: November 2021

Quick facts
• Open to Alberta workers who 

are implementing REP and other 
COVID-19 safety requirements 

• No cost to employers or their staff

• 45 minutes to complete

• Employers enroll on behalf of  
their employees

• Delivered by ARETE Training

COVID-19 INFORMATION
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Your customers are online. You should be too. 
In partnership with Digital Main Street, we’re helping small business-
es in Alberta undergo digital transformations. Improve your ability to 
reach customers online, increase your sales, and elevate your eCom-
merce presence. 

STORY AND CONTENT 
December 16th 
1:00 - 2:00 PM 
 
THE MARKETING MIX 
January 13th 
1:00 - 2:00 PM 
 
SOCIAL SUCCESS 
January 27th 
1:00 - 2:00 PM 
 
Register for these and other  
Business Link events at: 
https://businesslink.ca/events/ 

All events online via Zoom

The Digital Economy Program 
(DEP) is designed to help small 
businesses take their businesses 
online. This program, a partner-
ship between Business Link and 
Digital Main Street, will help small 
businesses in Alberta undergo 
digital transformations and adopt 
eCommerce practices. 

DEP is open to home-based or 
commercial small businesses reg-
istered in Alberta with less than 50 
employees. The program consists 
of 2 parts: Digital Service Squads 
guiding businesses through digital 
transformation and ShopHERE 
powered by Google guiding 
businesses through launching 
and managing their online stores. 
Small businesses can apply to par-
ticipate in one or both programs, 
free of charge.  ■

Funding for small Indigenous 
tourism businesses is available 
through the following programs. 

Click on the links or visit:
https://indigenoustourismalberta.
ca/industry-resources/

Cooperative Investment Program – 
(Application to reopen in 2022)

Business Development Bank of 
Canada

Innovation Science and Economic 
Development

Department of Finance list of all 
federal support updated daily

Global Affairs (Exports)

COVID-19 Supports for your  
Business

Support to Businesses | Extending 
the Work-Sharing program, pro-
viding small businesses with wage 
subsidies, Business Credit Avail-
ability Program (BCAP)

Apeetogosan Grants and Loans for 
Metis or Non-Status Entrepreneurs

WD support for western Canadian 
businesses

Highly Affected Sectors Credit 
Availability Program 

Travel Alberta Investment Cooper-
ative Fund (new intake September 
1-30, 2021)

Tourism Relief Fund in Western 
Canada

Indigenous Intellectual Property 
Program Grant

https://industry.travelalberta.com/programs-tools/tourism-investment-program/coop-investment
https://industry.travelalberta.com/programs-tools/tourism-investment-program/coop-investment
https://www.bdc.ca/en/special-support?special-initiative=covid19
https://www.bdc.ca/en/special-support?special-initiative=covid19
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/maintaining-your-business.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/maintaining-your-business.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#businessdated daily 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#businessdated daily 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/maintaining-your-business.html#_4._Business_in_1
https://innovation.ised-isde.canada.ca/s/?language=en_CA
https://innovation.ised-isde.canada.ca/s/?language=en_CA
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#extending_workshare_programs
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#extending_workshare_programs
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#extending_workshare_programs
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#extending_workshare_programs
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html#extending_workshare_programs
https://apeetogosan.com/grant-application/
https://apeetogosan.com/grant-application/
https://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/20052.asp
https://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/20052.asp
https://www.bdc.ca/en/special-support/hascap
https://www.bdc.ca/en/special-support/hascap
https://industry.travelalberta.com/programs-tools/tourism-investment-program/coop-investment
https://industry.travelalberta.com/programs-tools/tourism-investment-program/coop-investment
https://industry.travelalberta.com/programs-tools/tourism-investment-program/coop-investment
https://industry.travelalberta.com/programs-tools/tourism-investment-program/coop-investment
https://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/20179.asp
https://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/20179.asp
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/108.nsf/eng/00004.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/108.nsf/eng/00004.html
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Chic Café
Plamondon’s New Bistro Is  
An Instant Hit

Owner Deborah Gauthier is not new to 
business in Plamondon, but her longtime 
dream of opening a bistro became a 
reality with the grand opening of the Chic 
Café on December 3rd. 

Next door to the Chic Boutique the bistro 
offers everything from soups and sand-
wiches to the “best-ever” baking. The 
Chic Café is quickly developing a rep-
utation as the place for a great meal or 
coffee and a special treat. Open 7days a 
week until 9 pm. Visit them on Facebook 
at: https://www.facebook.com/. ■ 
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SPECIAL 
OFFERS

Does your business or or-
ganization have Special 
Offers, Featured Products, 
Volunteer Opportunities?  

Why not feature them on  
the Mainstreet Lac La Biche 
web site.

Just register and list your 
business, add your Special 
Offer and it will be linked to 
your full business listing.

BEST OF ALL... IT’S FREE  - 
so sign up today!

EVENTS

If you have a special event, 
meeting or program of 
interest to the LLB commu-
nity, be sure to list it on 
the MainStreet Lac La Biche 
calendar. 

KEEP EVERYONE IN THE 
LOOP! Visit: 
 
https://mainstreetlaclabiche.
com/submit-events/



www.mainstreetlaclabiche.com

The Pelican is published by Community 
Futures Lac La Biche and is part of the 
Main Street Lac La Biche project. Please 
forward any comments, suggestions, or 
story ideas by e-mail to  
news@mainstreetlaclabiche.com  
or call 780-623-2662. 
VISIT:
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Do you have a photo of a Lac La 
Biche Business from the Good Ol’ 
Days?
If so, email it along with a brief de-
scription to : 
news@mainstreetlaclabiche.com 
and we’ll feature it in an upcoming 
issue of The Pelican.

 EVENTS  &  

 HAPPENINGS Dylan’s
THINGS TO DO

LLB County Library -  
So Much More Than Books

Dylan Craig is the Business and Community 
Economic Development Coordinator at  
Community Futures Lac La Biche. ■

When you think about librar-
ies, the first thought for many is 
borrowing books. With E-books 
and other forms of entertainment 
competing for our attention, 
libraries have had to become more 
than a place to borrow books. 
While our Lac La Biche County 
Libraries (LLBCL) continues to 
offer book borrowing services, it 
continues to innovate, transform, 
and evolve to serve our residents’ 
growing and changing needs. 

One such innovation is expanding 
the borrowing service to items 
beyond just books. At our Stuart 
MacPherson Public Library, you 
can borrow various musical instru-
ments, including guitars, violins, 
xylophones, bongos, ukuleles, 
keyboards, drum sets and produc-
tion kits, to name a few. Each of 
these items comes with a learning 
book, so you can learn a new skill 
without having to invest hundreds 
of dollars.

If music isn’t your thing, our 
library also has five telescopes 
available to borrow. Whether you 
want to spend a casual evening 
star gazing or are an advanced 
astronomer, the Stuart MacPher-
son Public Library has a telescope 
for you. Maybe your interests are a 
bit more down-to-earth? If so, our 
library has you covered. Another 

item you can borrow from our 
library is cake pans. The library 
has around 50 different shapes 
and types of cake pans, perfect 
for some holiday baking.

Amazingly, all these items can be 
borrowed for free with your free 
library card! So, while you are 
enjoying a much-needed holiday 
break, try something new and 
borrow an instrument, telescope 
or a few cake pans and have some 
fun.
 
Apply online for your free LLBCL 
card here: 
https://bit.ly/3aUki9c
Discover more of our library 
services here: 
https://www.llbcl.ca/services

Carmen Miller - Hide, tufting, beading, antler

TREX 
Art Exhibit

Wawisihcikan - Adornment
 

at the Stuart MacPherson
Public LIbrary 

On display from:

Thursday, December 16th  - 
Tuesday, January 18th


